
 
AGENDA 

 
Thursday, April 7, 2022  

2 p.m. – Performing Arts Review 

• Welcome – Dr. Jeannine Kahn, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of 
Louisiana System 

• Opening and Introductions – Dr. Michael Buckles, Dean of College and Liberal Arts, McNeese State 
University 

3:15 p.m. – Visual Arts Review 

• Opening and Introductions – Ms. Leslie Gruesbeck, Associate Professor of Arts, Northwestern State 
University 

• Wrap-up – Ms. Erica Calais, Vice President for Student Services, Safety, and Resilience,  
University of Louisiana System 

TBA Virtual Reception 

Friday, April 8, 2022   

9 a.m. – Welcome and Opening Remarks   

 • Dr. Jim Henderson, President & CEO, University of Louisiana System   

9:30 a.m. – Concurrent Session A 

• Undergraduate Research Presentations 
• Visual and Performing Arts Presentations 
• Service Learning Presentations 

10:45 a.m. – BREAK 

11 a.m. – Concurrent Session B   

• Undergraduate Research Presentations  
• Visual and Performing Arts Presentations  
• Service Learning Presentations  

12:15 p.m. – BREAK 



12:30 p.m. – Keynote Panel Featuring Professional & Academic Mentoring Efforts 

Moderator



CONCURRENT SESSION A – HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION 
9:30 a.m. 



  









caused by regional discrepancies in supply and demand, but other factors may be more important or 
similarly relevant. 
 
Title: Meta-analysis of anxiety levels in undergraduate students at Northwestern State University 
Presenters: Bailey Perrilloux and Margaret E. Cochran 
Advisor: Dr. Margaret E. Cochran 
Northwestern State University 
Oral Research Presentation 
  
Psychiatric 



Oral Research Presentation 
 
Childhood trauma has been found to increase one’s likelihood of developing adulthood depression 



client needed digital content created to advertise one of the singles released from his new album, B.G.C., 
2022. The song, F.O.M.O., written and performed by Afro Sensei, represents how people are chained to 
social media, and how powerful and harmful this can be. Design Center participants met with the client 
regularly to review progress and are now very close to the final steps of the project following the client’s 
needs. Work on this project began in September 2021. The project’s completion is anticipated by the end 
of the Spring 2022 semester. 
 
Title: Thriving to Mentor through Service-Learning 
Presenters: Ms. Victoria Gray, Managing Director of Victory Group (Community Partner), Meleah Pea, 
and Dr. Rory L. Bedford, (Psychology) Director of Continuing Education and Service-Learning 
Advisor: Dr. Ellen D. Smiley, Professor of Education & Dean, Earl Lester Cole Honors College 
Grambling State University 
Service Learning Presentation 
 
Grambling State University’s (GSU) Office of Continuing Education and Service-Learning and the Earl 
Lester Cole Honors College partnered with Victory Group’s sub company THRIVE (the HBCU college and 
career readiness program) to assist with mentoring programs for 100 high school men and women from 
Houston, Texas. Students from GSU enrolled in the Honors Scholars and Service class competed against 
students from Morehouse, Texas Southern, Alabama A&M, and other Historically Black Colleges and 



 



Americans to adhere to. However, there are now, and have always been, significant disparities in how 
those protections are enforced based on factors such as race. The evidence of differential treatment and 
injustice in the “justice” system is overwhelming. The purpose of this presentation is to discuss racial 
disparity in the United States Criminal Justice system by highlighting policing of minorities, police 
brutality, collateral consequences post-prison, and disparities in court cases where minorities are 
wrongfully prosecuted or did not receive justice. The research focuses on the African American 
community and includes statistical information based on population and current events to highlight 
injustices in America. The data was collected by reviewing journals and newspaper articles. Every 
individual who is part of a minority group is at risk of injustice in America. Based upon the data reviewed 
for this study, the current justice system is not fair to minorities. It is going to take the American people 
coming together despite race, creed, or color to resolve this issue. 
 
Title: Characteristics Important for Tropical Cyclone Development from Easterly Waves over the 
Atlantic Across Multiple Scales 
Presenter: Connor DeLaune and Ken Leppert 
Advisor: Ken Leppert 
University of Louisiana at Monroe 
Poster Research Presentation 
  
Over the Atlantic, tropical easterly waves (TEWs) are important for tropical cyclone development (TCD).  
This project has two goals related to improving our understanding of TCD from TEWs.  The first goal is to 
determine what conditions across multiple scales best distinguish waves which develop storms (i.e., 
developing waves [DWs]) from those that do not (i.e., non-developing waves [NDWs]).  The second 
objective is to determine what impact larger-scale conditions have on smaller scales relevant to TCD.  To 
accomplish these goals, TEWs were first subjectively identified between the coast of Africa to 100°W and 
from 5°N to 20°N for July-October during 2008-2018 using satellite-derived moisture data from the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison. Then TEWs were separated into DWs and NDWs using the National 





Advisor: Corbin Covher 
Northwestern State University 
Visual Arts Exhibition Presentation 
  
I created this piece by recycling an old television. I made movie night shenanigans with my family in 
mind. We never really got 



CONCURRENT SESSION A:  FOR THE LOVE OF ART & LITERATURE 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.   
Zoom 4A   
 
Title: Ekphrasis to Character Art in Dungeons & Dragons Storytelling 
Presenter: Caroline Shepherd 



Oral Research Presentation  
 
The purpose of this study is to characterize specific subsets of brain cells within mice models, for both 
control (FGFR1 Flox/Flox + Nes: Cre+) and target gene (FGFR1) conditional knock out (cKO) for later use 
in experiments wi



COVID-19 outbreak. The focus of this research was to determine the impact of COVID-19 on college 














